
Conservation Commission Meeting 
Town Offices 

Monday May 18, 2025 at 7pm 
 
 
Members: Evan Abramson, Karen O’Neil, Janell Howard 
 
Other Attendees: John Dunphy, Ward Smith, Andrea Rasmussen  
 
Evan started the meeting at 7:05pm  
 

● John Dunphy and Ward Smith presented a document labeled Restoration of Impacted 
Wetlands Services and Buffer Zone, West Leyden Road (addendum) 

○ Discussion on the West Leyden road logging and the types of trees and plants for 
replanting mentioned in the document.  The plan is to seed vegetation once the  
timber mat is removed.    

○ Discussion on the site being flagged for wet lands.  Adequate signs need to be 
posted for anyone who is seeking to purchase the property to know where the 
wetlands are so that people are educated on how much can be cleared without 
meeting with the Con Com. 

○ Discussion on the updated map and the completed wetlands markings.  
○ The Conservation Commission will do a site assessment when the signage is 

completed. 
○ Discussion on the plan for the mat removal. Dry conditions need to happen 

before the bridge can be removed, it’s too wet right now.  
○ Discussion on the plan for planting in the fall.  The mat will be removed between 

July and September when the land is dry enough, then the planting can happen 
in the fall.  

○ Discussion on types of trees and shrubs to be planted, including caging the trees.   
 

● No update on the Cowan culvert yet. 
● Update on the 45 Coates Rd project - they submitted a plants list. 
● The next meeting we will go over the Open Space and Recreation plan plant section. 
● Discussion on the knotweed plan and the plan to eradicate the knotweed without the use 

of chemicals and who will represent the Conservation Commission at the Annual Town 
Meeting.  Janell will be there so she will answer any questions that may come up. 

● Discussion on the permanent bridge on the Penfields property, it has been cleared by an 
engineer and is structurally sound. 

● Discussion on the FRCOG pollinator corridor and ways to share information in Leyden 
Life.   

 
Next meeting: 
Logging on west Leyden road 
Open space plan - plants 



Cowan update 
FRCOG pollinator corridor  
 
Motion: Karen moved, and Janell seconded to adjourn the meeting 8:16pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janell Howard 
 
 















 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


