


	FILING	REQUIREMENTS	FOR	THE	LEYDEN	ZONING	BOARD	OF	APPEALS	

1.Applica=on	form	(6	copies).	

2.Building	permit	applica=on/denial.	

3.Cer=fied	plot	plan	(2	copies)	–	showing	exis=ng	and	proposed	structures,	structure	
setbacks,	driveways,	wells,	sep=cs,	wetlands;	same	for	such	abu[ers’	features	within	150’	of	
the	proposed	ac=vity.	

4.Complete	name	and	mailing	address	lis=ng	(obtained	from	the	Board	of	Assessors)	of	all	
par=es-in-interest	within	300’	of	all	Applicant’s	property	lines,	including	opposite	sides	of	
public	or	private	streets	or	ways,	and	the	Planning	Boards	of	Leyden,	Bernardston,	
Greenfield,	Colrain	and	Guilford	(VT).	

5.Established	filing	fee(s):	$300.00	per	Applica=on,	plus	$8.00	per	“Par=es	in	Interest”	
mailing,	payable	to	Town	of	Leyden.	

VARIANCES	are	mechanisms	by	which	a	municipal	board	authorizes	a	varia=on	from	otherwise	
applicable	zoning	requirements.	

State	law,	Chapter	40A	Sec=on	10,	requires	a	pe==oner	reques=ng	a	variance	to	be	able	to	
show	at	the	=me	of	the	public	hearing	that:	

1.There	are	unique	circumstances	rela=ng	to	the	soil	condi=ons,	shape,	or	topography	of	
the	land	or	structures	in	ques=on	and	especially	affec=ng	the	land	and	structures,	but	not	
affec=ng	generally	the	zoning	district	in	which	the	land	or	structures	are	located;	

2.A	literal	enforcement	of	the	by-law	would	involve	substan=al	hardship,	financial	or	
otherwise,	and;	

3.Desirable	relief	may	be	granted	without	substan=al	detriment	to	the	public	good	and	
without	nullifying	or	substan=ally	deroga=ng	from	the	intent	or	purpose	of	the	zoning	
ordinance	or	by-law.	

All	three	(3)	of	the	above	condi=ons	must	be	met	for	favorable	ac=on	on	the	variance	request.		
The	Applicant	must	show	how	the	characteris=cs	of	the	property	in	ques=on	prohibit	what	he/
she	is	trying	to	accomplish.	
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