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Leyden Board of Health Agenda ¢ LA
Meeting to be held at Town Offices at 5 pm i AN
1. Review of minutes from June 3 (;,} p
2. Movement Retreat dba Bent Birch ' L f
3. Updates from Health Agents AT
4. Fiscal year 2026 business A -
5. Purple air quality sensors - o .
6. ldeas for webpage changes A , f\/b
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Franklin Regional
Council of Governments

June 10, 2025

Dear DEP, BFPR and DOER Public Officials:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment before issuing guidance on the public health, safety,
and environmental impacts of electric battery storage and electric vehicle chargers.

The Franklin Regional Council of Governments serves and represents the most rural county of Massachusetts.
Our 26 municipalities are small and have limited staff capacity. Therefore, the majority of towns depend on
volunteer firefighters and rely on mutual aid for firefighting. Additionally, towns depend on the FRCOG for the
provision of municipal services, like inspectional services (building, plumbing and wiring) and public health
(nursing and health agents).

We are glad to provide rural considerations for two questions posed by DEP. Our focus and concern is mostly on
battery storage siting.

1. What topics should the guidance address related to the public health, safety and environmental impacts

of electric battery storage and electric vehicle chargers?

e Siting of electric battery storage facilities should be prohibited in public water supply zones and on top
of aquifers.

e The guidance should protect municipal, regional and state resources that are important to the
Commonwealth’s economy and climate resiliency goals, such as farmland and untouched forest.

* The guidance should require adherence to all NFPA 855 standards and all subsequent NFPA related
standards.

e Siting criteria should ensure that municipalities can reach the BESS site with adequate quantity of water
for firefighting.

e Given that battery storage sites emit continuous noise, the guidance should establish noise level
standards that ensure siting is an adequate distance from homes and businesses.

e The guidance should require that the owner of battery facilities are responsible for decommissioning

and that municipalities have the right to pursue damages from owners in the event of abandonment or
mismanagement of battery facilities.

2. How can the guidance be most useful for the public, municipal officials, and the BESS and EV charger
industries?
e DEP, BFPR and DOER should provide municipalities with:
o Clear and accurate information about siting and the risks associated with battery storage, and

12 Olive Street, Suite 2 | Greenfield, MA 01301-3351 | 413-774-3167 | www.frcog.org
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